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 Opt out policy
Funding terms and conditions


Our standard funding offer is to stretch funding across the 51 weeks that we are open each year and to offer additional services and meals that we feel will enhance your child’s journey with us whilst ensuring that the EYFS requirements are met and maintained.

The DFE states that government funding is intended to deliver 15 (11) or 30 (22) hours a week free of high quality, flexible childcare. It is not intended to cover the costs of meals, consumables, additional hours or additional services. Therefore, we ask our parents for a voluntary hourly contribution towards these extra additional services. This fee will be invoiced monthly. Please ask the manager for the current rate per hour.

Local authorities ensure that a provider is aware of their local Early Education Funding Guidance and that this is the guide to the standards for offering Early Learning for Early Years Funded places. The new guidance states that providers can charge for meals and snacks, consumables, (such as nappies and suncream) and for services such as trips, specialist tuition and additional activities.

As a small independent provider, we are mindful of the impact of additional charges on parents, especially the most disadvantaged. The DFE have stated that providers who choose to offer the free entitlements, are responsible for setting their own policy on providing parents with options. It is the decision of the provider if they choose NOT to offer the funding entitlement.

Families who are unable to pay for additional services and hours and wish to opt out can still access a place, however at the Palace Day Nursery we have a limited number of funded sessions available.
This will be delivered as -

· Up to 4 x afternoons per week (1pm-6pm) - 5 hrs per day = 20hrs Monday – Friday, subject to availability. Please note teas will be charged at standard rate.

Parents will be notified of their remaining hours; these can be used at another setting as long as they provide the same offer i.e. both term time only / both stretched.





Families that opt out will be responsible for providing everything their child will need for their day at nursery.

If a child needs Calpol during the day we will contact their families and ask them to bring some and administer it. We will administer our supplies if needed as an immediate First Aid measure.

We provide an online learning journey to record updates on your child’s daily nursery life and development, there is a cost attached to this for the subscription to the software, the hardware to complete these on and the staff’s time to complete the daily updates. Families who opt out of our additional service fees will no longer have access to the Famly portal. We will keep families updated on their child’s learning verbally at the end of each day. However, we will complete statutory documents such as 2-year checks, operational documents such as transitions sheets for schools and any paperwork to support our SEN provision.

We provide a wide range of extra-curricular activities including, but not limited to, Sporty Scholars, Music Bugs, Lingo Tots, Baking and Gardening sessions, Local community visits, Trips to the park, and the Exploration of the world around us i.e. ECO and Cultural projects. These too carry an extra charge which is included in our additional service fees. Children whose families opt out of these fees will no longer be included In these sessions but will remain in our settings whilst the activities are taking place. 

We may contact a family during the day to bring anything that their child needs which is not supplied. We reserve the right to charge families for any items which their child needs and are not supplied, this charge will be equal to our additional service charges. Persistent failure to provide everything the child needs or to pay our additional service fee may result in termination of the place…


Please note we do not allow packed lunches or snacks to be bought into the nursery. This is due to a number of reasons, including –
· Many children in our nursery have allergies and cultural requirements and therefore by not being able to monitor the food coming into our nursery, we the run the risk of not providing a safe environment for these children and potentially putting them at risk.
· By providing all our children the same meals (with slight alterations to accommodate allergies and cultural requirements) this avoids food envy or issues regarding equality.
· Our menus are planned and approved in advance using the EYFS nutrition guidance published by DFE in April 2025, to ensure a healthy and varied meal plan. Our onsite highly qualified and experienced chef ensures that allergies, dietary requirements and cultural food choice are catered for. 
· This also ensures that we meet the stringent laws and regulations from Environmental Health in regard to storing packed lunches, reheating foods and filling in HACCP reports.






From September 2025, the breakdown of costings for our additional services are as follows –
(Please note the cost of each item has been subsidised when paying our additional services fee, please ask the manager for the current rate)


Access to Famly, Learning Journey’s and Observations       		           £3.00 per day
Snacks											£2.00 per session
Extra-curricular activities – Sporty Scholars, Language workshops, External music sessions, Groovy Movers, Yoga and Zumba.							           £8.00 per week
Celebrations, Cultural events, ECO projects					£5.00 per week
Life skills ie Baking and gardening activities					£3.00 per week
Toiletries and Calpol									£3.00 per week
Contribution towards specialist staff training and subscriptions		£5.00 per week
Community trips and visits (additional staff ratio costs when leaving site)	£5.00 per week
Specialist spare clothing 								£1.00 per week


Meals will be charged separately on funded days.
· Breakfast £1.00.
· Lunch £4.50 / £3.50 Under two’s
· Tea £3.50 / £2.50 Under two’s





Email: info@palacedaynursery.co.uk                                                                                      Reg No: EY341118 
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